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In Chapter II he gives a brief account of the treatment of Hos- 
pital ships, the provisions made by belligerents for the safety of 
persons taken from prizes which they destroy, and the right of 
belligerents to destroy neutral and hostile merchant-ships. 

The third chapter considers the position of war-correspondents 
in naval warfare. No international convention has dealt with 
his legal status, and consequently it is still uncertain. The case 
of the correspondent of the Times during the Russo-Japanese 
War is cited; it shows that the invention of wireless telegraphy 
makes imperative a stricter control of their activities, and the 
author approves of the regulations made by the Japanese in 194. 
He further advocates that the principle of rules of war on land, 
as applied to Red Cross assistance and to newspapermen attached 
to land forces, be adopted, with modifications, for naval corre- 
spondents. 

In the last two chapters, there is an impartial examination of 
disputed questions, the conversion of merchant-ships into war- 
ships, and the opening by belligerents to neutrals of closed trade. 
The conclusion, in favor of the compromise offered in Italy, that 
no merchant-ship should be converted on the high seas except 
when they had left their national ports before the outbreak of 
war, is certainly sound, and in the interest of peace. In support 
of this contention he adds the weighty authority of Story and 
Mahan, and a quotation from Kent that leans very strongly in 
that direction. 

May all peace loving people, strenuous warriors and lawyers 
read this book. 

F. R. S. 

Auditing, Theory and Practice. By Robert H. Montgomery, 
C.P.A. The Ronald Press Company, New York. 191 2. 

This timely work upon a subject of great importance, written 
by one of the leaders in his profession, will become the standard 
text book upon this subject in this country. 
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Dicksee's work on Auditing, hitherto the accepted standard 
throughout the English speaking countries, was written especially 
with reference to English commercial methods, and contained a 
considerable amount of British statute law which wa« of little or 
no importance to a practitioner working under other laws. Fur- 
thermore, since the original work was published, progress has 
been rapid in the systematizing of extensive and complicated ac- 
counting, and in some matters Dicksee's book is out-of-date, while 
on other matters of present importance no mention is found in 
that work. 

There has been no authoritative, generally accepted work on 
the subject since Dicksee's book, although subsequent, editions of 
that work presented attempts to supply a real need for a modern 
work on the subject. 

Therefore, Mr. Montgomery's well written text will be wel- 
comed by the profession, and by all who have occasion to consult 
such a work. 

Advancing methods in corporation, syndicate and trust account- 
ing, have given necessity for adequate advance in system and 
methods in auditing. The auditing of twenty years ago is no 
longer adequate ; indeed the word has acquired a different mean- 
ing. Auditing is no longer merely examination and investigation 
of accounts. It embraces a wider field of examination and in- 
vestigation and report and suggestion than was possible under the 
older methods. 

The day of the amateur auditor, who simply added columns and 
compared results and checked vouchers, has passed. Modern 
financial methods require scientific examinations of accounts, 
character of business, condition of plant and properties, past ex- 
perience and future prospects. Periodical audits of banks, public 
service corporations, institutions of learning, and ordinary busi- 
ness corporations, are becoming the rule and not the exception. 
Information which furnishes knowledge of actual existing con- 
ditions is daily required under modern investment methods, and 
only the modern, professional auditor, is able, as a disinterested 
party, to furnish impartial reports which will supply the material 
called for by such requirements. 
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Mr. Montgomery's book is adequate for the requirements of the 
business world of to-day. Well written, lucid, exhaustive, learned 
in the science, practical as only a great practitioner could make it, 
it is a worthy work from the pen of a master of his profession. 

The work of the practicing lawyer in this day is so largely con- 
cerned with commercial enterprises, that this book will find its 
way into the libraries of many lawyers in our larger cities, where 
matters of investments in corporations, reorganizations, com- 
binations and changes of various sorts are frequent subjects of 
consultations and of further services in lawyers' offices. It will 
be found a valuable aid in many features of the work involved in 
such service. 

A. T. B. 

Penal Philosophy. By Gabriel Tarde (late Magistrate and Pro- 
fessor in the College of France), translated by R. Howell. 
Boston. Little, Brown & Co. pp. 567. 

The reviewer pauses with amazement and stands aghast at his 
task. The book is simply overwhelming, literally, and without 
exaggeration. You open it and start with the ordinarily ac- 
cepted and conventional principles of moral responsibility based 
on free will; you finish and the old ideas have crumbled under 
the keen, philosophical pen of Professor Tarde. However, his 
is not the mere hand of impotent though destructive criticism. 
He formulates a new foundation for the one which he has demol- 
ished ; he builds one that is more certain, more secure, and which 
squares itself better with history, logic and common sense. In- 
stead of free will, the basis of responsibility is now rested on two 
cornerstones, those of personal identity and of social similarity. 
The first is the more important ; the criminal is responsible if he is 
"himself", as we would say. But if by some perverse force his 
nature, this "himself", be suddenly changed and twisted, then the 
personal identity is lost, and with it the personal responsibility. 
This principle Tarde applies even in the case of moral conver- 
sions; an inveterate sinner commits a crime; then through the 
influence of religion or the stirring of some great enthusiasm, 
he is changed, converted. To hold this man (whom Begbie calls 
"reborn" in his book Twice Born) is in the opinion of the author 



